From passion to profession

Creating art to make a living makes
other domands and has other
requirements than doing pleces for
ones own pleasure. Only a handdu, of
the hundreds who tried, has so far
made it both artistically and
commercially.

Of course not only graffic arises has dis
covered the problem with traméorming a
pawion to a profewion. But in fow other
arcas does the controversies shine srough so
aclt

Gratfai has grown from an environmen
where it competes with advertising, build-
ings ard all the oeher imprewions we're met
by = the place we formally call the public
space, bn an art gallery, where you go anly
10 varw 211, there's B0 ComEETInon.

The pieces nisk either 10 fod ke caped
sy or Boud s a0 arena act in 2 base:
ment deb. Even in the act of painting the
condinons, and what you have to think
shout to et acrons 80 your audence, differ

enormously

Diare wian oo of the first wrsters who ook
the wep into the art workd and one of the
few who have managed 1o stay there, He is
bom and raised in Brooklyn and did hes farst

v hefore mont of UP readen cven know
what a spray can were. To this day he has
xhbired in galkones for almons twosey years

and makes a liveg out of his aet

It was dunng the first years of the Eaght
s that Dase and ceher writens bke Dondi
sed Lady Pk had a first chance 1o present
thewr are wn gallencs,

“In the bopmang | was inecrested in it
from an ar posst of view, Canvases were
wencthing new, | said never mind the mon

ey, because 1 never thosght there would be
any moncy in it anyway, We were recog:
nised, but 1 ehink people played up the out
Law aspect 100 mach. When you're doing a
painting in a gallery for 2 show, there's moch
ing illegal abosr thar at all. Eventsally the
art world dadat hike w: chey saw it as too
much of a probices. They coshdn't deal with
the youth oulrure that west along wieh the
paintings. They wanted the ary, bet not the

artist, P'ms oec of the fow people who con
oeed working and gnored all that one
o, Bet | cant say it was just the art world
thut backlnbed. There was a backlash
other wrers 500, saying “you're nos k

ing it real, muaking canvases m not graffin®
and thags like thae, Some solf do ths 10

day, but Pve always felr thar of you were
pven the opportanicy ta da wesctbing, thos
people would probubly be doing it as well.

“Whan 1 think of graffm, me personally,
I think abour styles done om rrams or walls
1 don't cven comider my pai
fies, o be quite homese, OK, I'm uing spray

really grathin pamoags Ll do pieces; there
Is moching commercal involved i thar ar

don't have to prove mysell smymore. | can
do my ten paeces 3 year and be happy wich
that. S for me, a1 this point, it very wpa
rage. 1 ry 10 heep my gallery souff as 2 bus
ness and it's 3 kot of comuderation with that
With paintesg sty kes on walls 2t gt for the
lowe and there's a lot of frecdom | have in

“There n 2 big Sfference m workseg on
the street and working in 2 stedo utuason,”
says Dage and comtimmes:

“When you're working in your studio,
people are gonna wrutimne and cricki it
» much more, everyone wil

peroduce something that is flawless and can
withstand the 1ot of mme. A pasting »
gonna be bere for like ten, rwenty or 2 hun
dred years muay be even moee thas that, you
doa't know. When you're outside pa

» month, »

year sy be. But they a0 poeas g0 awiy
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