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DAZE dehvers ‘Urban Message’

BY KRISTOPHER SPENCER
For The Mirror

Birmingham's Masterpicce Gallory
welkoomod Noew York graffits astast Cheis
“DAZLE” Tl for the openimg of hes farst
metro Detrost exhibat om July 16,

The “Urhan Meuage™ exhubit, which
runs through Aug. 22, presents DAZE s
revent orl and mixed-media work, which
e cdearly an extenion of the antist’s carls
of spray-passicd grafiits and gallery work

“When 1 swwiched 10 onls | carned over
the semse of the color 1 aed with speay
paset,” said DAZE. “The grafhiti clement
is sl there ™

Chincly assograted wath aneats such o
Kewh Hanng, Kenny Scharf and Roasse
Cuttone, DAZE has boea collected by
many peestipaous public onganezations,
includeng The Muncem of Modom Art in
New Yoek and the Groansager Muscum
in The Netherlands, and commassioned
for murals by the Broas Zoo and York
Cullcge. In fact, bus bt theee cxhibats —
n Floeence. Milan and Basel — have sobd
Ut

Mach of DAZE s revent woek deals
with Ii¢ on Concy Islund, the renowned
amusement park ncar the Myear-old
antist’s chaldbood home in Brooklyn. The
work captures the deversty of the loval
cultare, aloag with the gansh color of the
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“Coney Band Pier™ by Cheis “DAZE™
Ellis, corremtly om exhibit ot Masterplece
Coallery.

ecaphborhood s pavt and present
Pantangs ke “Kiddyland Spints™ and
“Concy Idand Prer” even feature ghost-
like images beside “living™ figures

Concy Island is changing.” DAZE
explancd. “It"s valuable real estate and
the landscape is in transitson. | wanted 1o
captere the wonse of change

“1 don"t want to bo nostalgic,” he
28300 1 simply want 1o captare 3 mood
and create temchoss wark ™

Much of the woek features parniag jus-
taposstioens of imagery. One of the most
successfal examples may be “Maoming
Noon Night.” whach cmploys a tnptych
clfect acrons one 45 by 78 canvas,

Flanked by abstract depictsons of the
riseng sun and the might sky is a0 up-

close-and-personal look at rush howr. bod-
s jammed topether in subway space, the
faces panted with the anucty of the
urban crush

The jantapositeon is particulaly
potgoant in that the sunnise is somethang
short of a nuclear blast and the night sky
s split im0 several screcns inspared by
CONN"s broadiast of SCUD explosions
over lraq during the Gulf War

Although DAZE s composiional semse
s strong. his compassionate, albeit car-
tocansh, deprction of humanaty 1 has Jong
suit, In Bus et work, the characscns ar¢
a destimctively drawn as those on the
work of Robert Crumb

"1 was always drawing,” DAZE sasd of
his youth, which ncluded taking the sub.
way to the Manhattan High School of Ant
& Design. From 1977 to 1983, his wark
was almost exclusavely displayed on the
shells of subway trans. In 1981, he stan-
o showisg an i venues catenng (o the
New York punk scene Iike the Mud Club
Greadually, maore preatigsous gallenes and
muscunms ook Botce

As the oldest of five chaldren, DAZE is
well-adgusted 1o his international secccss

“My paronts always knew | was artistic,
but they didn’t push me in ths dircction,™
be saxd. “To make a livieg 38 201 't some-
thung casily explancd 10 oac s purcass”



